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*Rubric 1: Content

For content, you were graded on how well you described your topic, how many supporting

details you provided, and how clearly and concisely you answered the topic questions. With
content, we were looking for how deeply you considered the two topics and how well your
paragraph demonstrated critical thinking skills.

Common Problems

1. Paragraph did not sufficiently answer the question. For Topic 1, you needed to describe a
day when something lucky happened to you. Many of you provided a list of individual lucky
things without describing the overall events of that day. We were hoping you would use a
narrative style to explore more deeply the events of one day and why you considered the
day to be lucky and/or how the events of the day exceeded your expectations. For Topic 2,
you needed to either agree or disagree and show evidence for your decision. Many of you
tried to answer both sides to Al (good and bad) which was not what was asked for in the
question.

2. We felt that many of you did not understand the concept of “luck.” In this prompt, “luck”
refers to a good thing happening by chance, not because you planned it or worked for it.

Examples of luck:

a. Finding something valuable

b. Avoiding a problem by chance

c¢. Receiving an unexpected benefit

d. Winning something unexpectedly

3. Paragraphs were either too short and did not include enough supporting details, or they
were too long and included repetitive or off-topic information. A good paragraph is a good
balance between quality and quantity.

4. Paragraphs did not use paragraph formatting. An English paragraph must be indented 5
spaces at the beginning. This shows your reader a new paragraph is starting, so for each
paragraph you should only indent the first line. Many of you, however, indented multiple
lines. Also, many of you did not use left- and right-hand margins and started each
sentence at the left margin. This makes reading your paragraph more difficult. (See

example of Topic 1 sample paragraph below.)

*Rubric 2: Structure and Coherence

Using structure and coherence is essential when writing a traditional English paragraph
because it helps the reader clearly understand the writer’s ideas and how those ideas are

connected.

Common Problems

1. Paragraph did not have either a topic sentence, several supporting detail sentences, or a

concluding sentence

2. Paragraph did not appropriately use transition words or pronouns.



3. Paragraph used several sentences to introduce topic instead one good topic sentence.
4. Paragraph did not follow a logical sequence of events (especially for Topic 1).
5. Paragraph repetitively used the same nouns when a pronoun referent would have been

more appropriate.

*

Rubric 3: Grammar and Vocabulary
Proper grammar and appropriate vocabulary are very important when writing a good

paragraph because they help the writer communicate ideas clearly and effectively.

Common Problems

1. The writer had too many grammatical errors for a student at this level. We didn’t expect
perfection, but errors in basic English grammar were not acceptable, such as subject/verb
agreement (They was going to the store), incorrect verb tense (I am studying a lot when I
was a high school student), incorrect use of parts of speech (My teacher was a kindly person),
etc.

2. Grammar level was not considered “university-level.” As a high school graduate, we expect
you to have mastered higher level grammar forms in your writing. These might include
correct use of modals (would, should, could, etc.), complex verb tenses (present perfect, past

perfect, etc.), and the use of conjunctions to create longer more complex sentences.

Examples:
a. Simple: I study English for many years.
Preferred: I have studied English for many years.
b. Simple: I went to Tokyo a few times.
Preferred: I have been to Tokyo a few times.
c. Simple: I was tired. I finished my homework.

Preferred: Although I was tired, I finished my homework

3. Paragraphs did not include higher-level vocabulary or use of synonyms to overcome

repetitive sentences.

Example
Simple: The class was very good.

Complex: The class was extremely helpful and informative.
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Topic 1: Describe a day when something lucky happened to you.
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1. Low Scoring Paragraph (Lower Level, No Indentation, Incorrect Margins)

One day something lucky happened to me. I was late for school and I was very
worried.
I ran to the bus stop, but the bus was not there.
I thought I missed the bus. Then I saw the bus coming around the corner.
The bus was late that day. I got on the bus and arrived at school on time.
I felt very happy because I did not get into trouble.
It was a very lucky day for me.

2. High Scoring Paragraph

One day something very lucky happened to me when I was going to school.
This was a very important day because I would take my final English test.
Unfortunately, I woke up late and I was afraid I would miss my bus. I quickly got
dressed and ran to the bus stop. When I arrived, the bus was not there yet. At
first, I thought I had missed it, but a few minutes later the bus finally arrived. It
was late because of heavy traffic. I boarded the bus and arrived at school just in
time for class. Because of this delay, I was able to get to school on time and take

my important test. It was a very lucky morning for me.
Topic 2: Do you agree or disagree that Al will make our lives better?
1. Low Scoring Paragraph (Lower Level)

I think Al will make our lives better. Al can help people do many things. For
example, Al can help doctors find sickness faster. Al can help students learn new
things on the computer. Many companies use Al to make work easier. Al can help
people save time in their daily lives. Of course, people must use Al carefully. But I
believe Al will help many people in the future.

2. High Scoring Paragraph

I agree that Al will make our lives better in many ways. First, Al technology is
already helping people in different areas of life. For example, doctors can use Al to
save lives by finding diseases more quickly and accurately. Students can also use Al
tools to study and learn new information. In addition, many companies use Al to
1mprove their work and save time. This technology can make daily tasks easier for
many people. Although Al must be used responsibly, it has many benefits of which
we all can take advantage. For these reasons, I believe Al will improve our lives in

the future.



